Percutaneous nephroscopy in the diagnosis of renal pelvic filling defect: a report of two cases.
The major differential diagnosis of a radiolucent filling defect within the renal pelvis is among tumor, blood clot and radiolucent stone. In some cases, it is difficult to distinguish tumor from other benign lesions by imaging study. Two patients with renal pelvic filling defect were diagnosed by percutaneous nephroscopy, using the 27 Fr. rigid nephroscope (Olympus, Tokyo, Japan). Both patients got conclusive diagnosis by percutaneous nephroscopy; the morbidity was extremely minimal. The diagnostic percutaneous nephroscopy was a safe and effective procedure with minimal morbidity. For those patients without a conclusive diagnosis in noninvasive procedures, the percutaneous nephroscopy could be an alternative for flexible ureteroscopy, especially for the extremely tortuous ureters.